Union County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)

February 8th, 2007

Union County LEPC Chairman Bob Swisher welcomed attendees and called the meeting to order.

He talked about recent disasters that have happened with the  tornadoes in Florida, and a warehouse fire in downtown Knoxville.  He says that any community could be in that situation and we need to be prepared and continue planning for a local emergency situation.  

Bill Manning of Union County Red Cross made a motion to approve minutes of the January 11, 2007 meeting as presented. Pat O’Brien of Union County EMS second the motion, and the motion passed.

Shirlee Grabco of Union County Red Cross gave an update on the LEPC Website. She suggests posting members names, affiliation and e-mail addresses as membership contacts.  

 Chief Matt Lovitt of Paulette Volunteer Fire Department, discussed past storms and tornadoes that devastated parts of Morgan County.  Mr. Lovitt is to meet with the EMA Director of Morgan County to see how their plan proved successful during the disaster.

Chairman Bob Swisher asked for a list of all companies in Union County that deal with hazardous materials.  Mayor Larry Lay suggested sending out a letter to these companies and have them report back with a listing of those materials. If a fire or explosion occurs, Firefighters, First Responders and Medical Personnel would need to know what type of materials occupied the building.

Tammy Rouse with the Union County Humane Society was unavailable to report on Emergency Service Function (ESF)s #16 animals in disaster. She will present this report at the next meeting.

Kathy Weaver with the Union County Red Cross, discussed their roles and responsibilities in a disaster situation. The Red Cross focuses on meeting the immediate emergency disaster-caused needs, and to provide shelter and food services to address basic human needs.

Bob Swisher discussed By-laws for Union County.  Handouts were given to all attendees to look over to make suggestions and changes .  Several minor changes were suggested and added.

Chief Matt Lovitt made a motion to approve the By-Laws as changed and Bill Manning second the motion. The motion passed by unanimous vote..

There was a discussion concerning meeting times being inconvenient for many people.  Chairman Bob Swisher suggest sending out an e-mail survey to LEPC members, and have members reply with a time that would be of convenience to them. LEPC meetings are for every Union County citizen interested in disaster preparedness.

Attending LEPC were Bob Swisher (Chairman), Bill Manning, Shirlee Grabco, Kathy Weaver (Union County Red Cross), Pat Sexton (Cooke Mortuary), Gordon Sartain (NEVFD), Charles Turner, Sue Monroe, Joan Biddle, Jill Jones (Union County Health Dept.), David Hall (TNDOF), Richard Evans (Union County Times), Linda Hensley (ETRO), Judy Roe (FSG Bank), Don Boshears, Michael Slagle (THP), Bob Swabe (TEMA), Debbie Hammontree (Family Home Health Care), Yvette Moore (St. Mary’s Home Care), and Matt Harmon (Amateur Radio)

All citizens and agencies are invited to attend the next LEPC meeting scheduled at the Union County Court House in the small court room on Thursday March 8th, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.

