Union County Local Emergency Planning Committee

April 12th, 2007

Union County LEPC Chairman Bob Swisher welcomed attendees and called the meeting to order.  Mr. Swisher opened the meeting by speaking in regards to the recent tornado that devasted parts of Claiborne County, and also of the plane crash which took place earlier in the month of April.  Mr. Swisher stated “Any disaster can happen and we need to be prepared”.

Matt Lovitt of the Paulette Volunteer Fire Department made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 8th, 2007 meeting as presented.  Shirlee Grabko of Union County Red Cross seconded the motion.

Bob Swisher had previously sent out e-mails asking certain persons from different organizations to commit to being a member of the LEPC.  A number of people have responded with their response.

Tony Smith of the Department of Human Services (DHS) discussed Emergency Service Function (ESF) # 6 Shelter and Mass Care Operations.  He explained their role of responsibilities if a disaster should occur.  DHS provides resources to assist in preparation and planning for an emergency and provides help during and after an emergency.  If a disaster occurs DHS could provide an Electronic Benefit Transfer card (EBT), which is an electronic system that allows a recipient to authorize transfer of their government benefits from a federal account to a retailer account to pay for products received.  The EBT card is currently being used in many states to issue food stamps and other benefits.  

Gina Buckner Union County Trustee gave a report on Emergency Service Function (ESF) # 14 Donations and Volunteers.  She previously met with Larry Triplet of Baptist Disaster Relief and Shirlee Grabko with Union County Red Cross on March 26th 2007.  Mrs. Buckner asked the committee where donated monies should be sent, and who would manage the funds. Some counties have United Way handle disaster funds, but Mrs. Buckner reported that Union County United Way is not set up to do this. She has spoken with several people concerning this issue and is to meet with the Red Cross and MCEA Bread of Life and report to the committee at a later date.  Mrs. Buckner requested LEPC members to prepare a list of volunteers to assist with emergencies.  

Tammy Rouse of the Union County Humane Society reported on Emergency Service Function (ESF) # 16 Animals in Disaster.  She has met with UT Extension Agent James Griffin and Veterinarians Jared Graves and Carson Hutchison.  Dr. Graves stated they would be greatly limited on equipment, transportation, and storage for these animals in an emergency. Ms. Rouse felt that, from lack of materials and space, the Union County Humane Society would possibly have to go out of the County for extra area and equipment. Mr. Griffin noted that due to disease concerns in disaster, animals may not be allowed to cross county borders and suitable places will have to be found in Union County for both companion pets and livestock. Ms. Rouse discussed the Disaster Animal and Response Team (DART), which promotes the safety and well being of all animals that are or may be affected during a disaster. 

Mr. Swisher will be reviewing the Hazardous Material (HazMat) reports that have been sent in to the County Mayor Larry Lay.  These reports are required of businesses that use any substances that may be hazardous to public health.  

Mr. Swisher had questions concerning (NIMS) National Incident Management System training.  Tom Cloud, TEMA’s East TN Regional Planner, strongly suggested LEPC members and Union County citizens to take the I700 (NIMS) training course either online or when offered in a classroom setting. He stated that all federal, state, local and non-governmental employees with a direct role in emergency management and response must be (NIMS) trained.  This includes all emergency services such as EMS, hospitals, public health, fire service, law enforcement, support and volunteer personnel. 

Mr. Cloud discussed the new 2007 State Emergency Plan.  An emergency can occur quickly and without warning. The most important thing you can do to keep yourself and your family safe in an emergency is to prepare and follow instructions from emergency personnel.  Mr. Cloud noted that the 2007 State Emergency Plan includes information from post-911 experiences as well as improved HazMat and mass care information.  “In any disaster that may happen in a community,” said Mr. Cloud, “the county volunteers are the glue that holds everything together.  The State Emergency Plan is only a guide and is not written in stone.  Each county must make the plan fit their community.”  Mr. Cloud indicated that the major threats facing Union County are tornado and a HazMat spill.  Them main concerns here with a major earthquake at the New Madrid fault would be and interruption of commerce, fractured gas lines and electric service.  Building inspection would have to be done in all counties.  There is a possibility of mild earthquakes and businesses and homes should have noxious materials securely shelved so they cannot fall and spill.  “Union County has made great progress in planning for and emergency or disaster,” said Mr. Cloud.

Mr. Swisher suggested the LEPC to bring refreshments at the meetings.  People from different organizations may volunteer to provide something to each meeting and Sunbridge has graciously offered to provide something for the May meeting.

Those attending LEPC were (Chairman) Bob Swisher, (Secretary) Jill Jones, James Griffin (UT Extension) Tony Smith (DHS), Joy Schular Phillips (Hallsdale Powell), Gina Buckner (Trustee), Richard Evans (Union County Times), Thomas Cloud (TEMA), Porchia Edmondson, Dionne Richardson (MCEA bread of life), Karen Kirk, Rebecca Mills, Allen Smith (Sunbridge Care & Rehab), Sue Monroe, Charles Turner, Margaret Anderson, Diane Coker, Amanda Mason, Lena Thompson (Union County Health Dept.), Matt Harmon (Amateur Radio), Gordon Sartain (NEVFD), Pat Sexton (Cooke Mortuary), Tammy Rouse (Humane Society), Michael Patrick, Matt Lovitt (PVFD), Ray Bell (HEPACO), Randall Martin (THP), Steve Roark (TN. Division of Forestry), Shirlee Grabko, Bill Manning (Union County Red Cross)

All citizens and agencies are invited to attend the next LEPC meeting at the Union County Court House in the small court room scheduled for May 10th, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.

