Union County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)

March 8th, 2007
Union County LEPC Chairman Bob Swisher welcomed attendees and called

the meeting to order.

Matt Lovitt of the Paulette Volunteer Fire Department made a motion to

approve the minutes of the February 8th, 2007 meeting as presented. 

Union County Mayor Larry Lay, second the motion.

There was a discussion at the February meeting about daytime meetings

being inconvenient for many people.  Surveys were sent by e-mail for

several meeting time choices.  The majority of respondents chose 10:00

a.m. weekday as the most convenient time to hold the monthly meeting. 

Local Emergency Planning Committee will continue to meet once a month at

10:00 a.m.

Chairman Bob Swisher is in the process of developing a way for

businesses that store, use or release any hazardous material to send a

report of these substances to this Local Emergency Planning Committee.

Under SARA Title III, this federal act focuses on local emergency

planning and the public*s right of access to information about the

chemical stored or used in the community.  Business locations that store

more than the threshold amount of an extremely hazardous substance are

required to inform the State, a Local Planning Committee and the Fire

Departments which has jurisdiction at the facility. Bill Monroe of

Clayton Homes stated that they have been providing this information to

EMA Director Stacy Rhodes.  Mr. Swisher felt that other companies that

fall under SARA Title III need to be identified as well.

Tammy Rouse with the Union County Humane Society was unavailable to

report on Emergency Service Function (ESF) s # 16 animals in disaster. 

She will present this report at the next meeting.

Mr. Swisher is now in the process of creating membership contacts.

Mayor Larry Lay nominated over 40 citizens as LEPC member appointees. 

In the process of reviewing these names, additional people were

suggested.  Mr. Swisher will contact each of these people to see if they

will accept this appointment. Each member must understand that he or she

represents their agency and/or organization.  The LEPC has many

responsibilities and in order to successfully perform such tasks the

LEPC will require equal efforts by all members.  

Shirlee Grabko reported that County Trustee Gina Buckner, a

representative from MCEA and a Larry Triplett, a national disaster

relief volunteer with the Baptist Disaster Relief and Red Cross, will

try to meet to discuss ESF 14 during March and report on their

recommendations in the April meeting.

Lori Schuster of Union County Red Cross had concerns about gas shortage

during an emergency or disaster.  She said *without gas no one leaves

home.*  Without power, no one can get gas. The United States supplies

forty-five percent (45%) of our daily needs so we rely on imports for

over half our needs.  The United States imports 16 billion barrels a

day!  If we count Mexican and Canadian supplies we still rely on others

for thirty-five (35%) of our needs.  Terrorists or any large conflict

could cause wide scale shortages in fuel.  Among those concern*s she

also ask how emergency workers could transport medicine and food to

stranded citizens.  In those situations local gas stations may have the

ability to distribute petroleum to emergency vehicles during a disaster,

if they have power. Ms. Schuster has participated in national hurricane

as a disaster relief volunteeras well as been a victim of disaster.

There was a detailed discussion about emergency fuel tanks in Union

County.  Each VFD has their own policy.  Paulette has a fuel tank at

their station and never allows emergency vehicles to fall below a half

tank.  Maynardville, NE Union, Luttrell and Sharps Chapel VFDs do not

have fuel tanks but all follow the procedure of keeping tanks half full.

 Mr. Swisher suggested having an agreement with local service stations

stating that, in a disaster, emergency vehicles will have prio

rity for

fuel.  Larry Lay stated that the Highway Dept, state garage and the

Co-op have fuel.  He will check to se if the county fuel tanks have a

back up power supply.  Booker*s has back up generators in both their

stores and will be able to pump gas in the event of long term power

failure.  Porter Massengill reported that the #1 concern of the city is

power to the water plant and that there is a backup generator that runs

on diesel and propane that could run for 3-4 days without adding fuel.

Paulette fire chief Matt Lovitt gave a synopsis of the latest

emergencies handled by our VFDs.  These included a 30 acre brushfire in

Hickory Valley, a 100 acre brushfire at Big Ridge State Park, an assist

to a structure fire at Engle*s in Halls and NE Union assist with a

coal truck wreck on the back side of Maynardville Ridge.  Mr. Lovitt

presented to attendees, the 2007 Union County Service Activity Calendar.

 The calendar has the local Fire Department meetings, training sessions

and the LEPC meeting times and dates.  Many calendars were provided for

those who were interested in viewing the event dates.

Linda Hensley from East Tennessee Regional Department of Health

supplied hand outs for those who wish to volunteer and assist in the

Union County Points of Distribution Clinic.

Attending LEPC were Bob Swisher (Chairman), Jill Jones (Secretary),

Brian Smith (MPD), Tony Smith (DHS), Debbie Hammontree (Family home

health), Kathy Weaver, Bill Manning, Shirlee Grabko, Lori Schuster,

Kathy Weaver (Union County Red Cross), Pat Sexton (Cooke Mortuary),

Yvette Moore (St. Mary*s) Linda Hensley (ETRO), Joan Biddle (Union

County Health Dept), Porter Massengill (City of Maynardville) Danny

Smith (City fire chief), Matt Lovitt, Mary Gibson, (PVFD) Stacy Rhodes

(EMA Director)

All citizens and agencies are invited to attend the next LEPC meeting

at the Union County Court House in the small court room scheduled for

April 12th, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.
