Loyston Residents Against Illegal Landfill

Loyston Road residents Marjorie and Jack Myers addressed the County Commission 10/9/06 on behalf of the folks in the Loyston area to again request that the county pass some laws prohibiting people from turning Union County into a landfill.  Mayor Lay noted that a litter ordinance had been brought before the Commission last year but it was voted down.  Subsequently a Committee was formed by the Commissioners to draft a new litter ordinance, but after several public meetings that effort died as well.  

Knoxville resident Jack Abbott continues to bring trash and junk to his Loyston property which now contains hundreds of shells of cars, mattresses with mold and mildew, appliances, household supplies, old tires and other refuse. The state environmental folks have agreed to clean up the hazardous materials but only after the hundreds of junks cars are moved out of the way. Moving all these cars would require heavy machinery and an ordinance allowing the County to proceed. The toxic site cleanup is much more than Keep Union County Beautiful volunteers would be able to do on their own. 

“Not only is this eyesore an embarrassment to our little community”, said Ms. Mars, “but it is dangerous to our health.  One neighbor who is on oxygen cannot come outside because of the increased mold and mildew in the air. Another neighbor needs to sell her home but the illegal landfill has brought the value of her property down.  No one wants to live next door to a landfill.”  The Loyston residents are requesting that the commissioners pass an ordinance preventing illegal landfills such as this one and that they remove the remains of the hundreds of junk cars so that the environmental folks can clean up the area.

As has been pointed out before, illegal landfills are a risk to public health. Mosquitoes breed in standing water and can carry West Nile Virus (WNV) and Eastern Equine Encephalopathy (EEE).  Both can be transmitted to humans. Rats live in landfills and researchers have warned that infectious diseases carried by rats may be a human health time bomb.  Rats are known to carry nearly 70 diseases.  The more common rodent-borne diseases are rat-bite fever, leptospirosis, salmonellosis, trichinosis, murine typhus fever, and plague.
