County Commission

11/13/06

Union County Commissioners are District1: Janet Holloway, Stanley Boles, Gary England; District 2: Brenda Jessee, Dean Hill, J.T. Washam; District 3: Charlie Cox, Elmer Bailey; District 4: Doyle Welch, Greg Davis; District 5: Wayne Collins, Kenny Hill; District 6: Wayne Cole, R.L.Jones, Mike Sexton; District 7: Lynn Beeler, Joyce Meltabarger.  Lynn Beeler was absent from this meeting. Notaries unanimously approved were: John Fugate, April Joy Bailey, Earl J Ailor Sr., Pamela Ailor, Kenneth Rodney Malone and Roy Steven Quinn

A resolution was passed stating that it is in the best interest and safety for deputies to have safety equipment.  A  $5000 Governor Safety grant was accepted for safety equipment for Union County Sheriff’s Department. The county also received a matching state grant of $7047 to be used towards the purchase of bulletproof vests.

The Budget and Finance Committee recommended transferring $40,938 from the Undesignated Fund balance to pay some jail renovation costs - with the understanding that this money would be replaced in the Undesignated Funds when the jail financing funding comes through. The committee also recommended that the county use $7047 from the Undesignated Funds to match the grant from the state for the purchase of bulletproof vests for Union County deputies.  And a $3000 transfer from Undesignated Funds for the purchase of a commercial washer and dryer for the jail was also recommended.  The full commission unanimously approved all recommendations.

A representative of Hallsdale Powell assured the commissioners that his company would resurface roads damaged from the installation of the water plant in Sharps Chapel. Some areas will not be resurfaced until March or April as damage will be ongoing throughout the winter, but these areas will be patched and improved until they are resurfaced. He suggested that the county do the work and that Hallsdale Powell reimburse the county. There is a piece of equipment needed for this job that the county does not have and there was a discussion as to whether Clayton Helms could use his personal equipment. It was decided that would be a conflict of interest and any equipment the county does not have will be leased.   

Health insurance for county employees working 30 or more hours a week is being explored. Judge Darryl Edmonson mentioned that while the General Sessions/Juvenile Judge position is considered part-time, that position requires more than 30 hours a week and he suggested that it might be advisable to add judges under any insurance contract the county enters into. A representative of the insurance company will be talking with librarians, deputies and others.  The plan needs an enrollment of 35 employees to ensure a reasonable rate. The plan for insurance for county employees has to go before the Insurance Committee and then before the Budget and Finance Committee before County Commission will be asked to review it.

The county will go before the Federal court on Wednesday 11/15/06.  The architect has the plans and drawings ready and bids for the renovation will be read at the courthouse at 10 am on 11/28/06.  Mayor Lay has been researching methods of financing the renovation, including bank loans and a CTAS revolving loan. There is a specially called meeting of the Budget and Finance Committee on 11/20/06 at 7pm to discuss both this and the financing of roof repair for the schools.  The public is encouraged to attend.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of Budget and Finance is12/5/06 at 7 pm. 

At the last full commission meeting, the commissioners had voted to ask REACHES to vacate the premises below Union County EMS so that the Union County detectives could use that space.  The purpose of REACHES is to assist in combating child sexual and physical abuse and to provide coordinated, comprehensive services to children and their families who have been victimized by child abuse.  They provide forensic exams on abused children. Mayor Larry Lay reported that the architect for the jail had already arranged for the detectives to remain in the basement of the Courthouse and that, since there was no need to move the detectives, there was no reason for REACHES to vacate.  REACHES will continue to provide services at no charge to Union County and will have a 2-year contract to remain in the space for a rent of $1/year.  The county will pay the utilities.  Staff is currently there 2 days a week and they hope to be there 5 days a week.  Judge Edmondson noted that staff can be there any time they are needed.  “When a child is raped or molested,” said Judge Edmondson, “staff will come immediately.  You cannot believe how important that is.”  The commissioners unanimously approved this arrangement.

Sunset Bay developers donated their former modular home offices to Union County when they left the county.  One home will be moved to the Sharps Chapel Community Park and for use as an ambulance station and library.  The only cost to the county is moving the building and this will be put out for bid. Bids will be open 11/28/06 at 10 am. The other home will be moved to Maynardville to become part of the new Union County EMS building and the costs of moving this building are covered by a grant.

County commission approved taking bids on a sign for Industrial Park #2.
Stanley Boles reported that the committee to oversee the purchase of a senior citizen van needed up to $10,000 appropriated so that they could purchase one at auction and the committee voted unanimously to do so.

Concerning the Loyston Rd dump and a litter ordinance, Chairman Gary England stated that the Keep Union County Beautiful board should come to the commission with a recommendation as to what to do.  Depending upon what they recommended, the commission will decide if a committee needs to be appointed.

Road Superintendent Clayton Helms stated that a 500 ft extension of the Valley Winds subdivision road was approved by the road commission to be taken over by the county and this was also approved by county commission. 

Mayor Lay invited all Commissioners to Thanksgiving dinner at the courthouse on Monday November 20th at noon and asked them to bring something to eat.

Gary England mentioned that there is an opportunity to have uniforms donated from Knox County for Union County constables.  This would provide the same uniform for all constables.  The glitch is that the resolution on constable uniforms states that their uniforms should be a brown and these donated uniforms are blue.  The discussion was tabled for a later time. 

