County Commission: Litter Ordinance

Bill Manning
County Commissioner Greg Davis requested a few minutes at the end of the commission meeting on 12/11/06 to discuss the assignment given in November by the Commission to the Keep Union County Beautiful (KUCB) Board of Directors.  KUCB had understood that the assignment was to recommend language for a new litter ordinance, based on the ordinance that the Commission failed to adopt in 2005.  Commissioner Davis addressed this issue by saying that, in his opinion, there were at least 4 perspectives Union County folks have in regard to this ordinance.  There are some folks who think that the ordinance should just address litter - the stuff that gets thrown out of vehicles. There are some who see a litter ordinance as a tool for "beautifying" the county. And some who see the ordinance as a tool to keep others from doing things that would decrease property values. And others who want to use a county law to remediate areas where accumulated trash is posing a health hazard. 

Mr. Davis believes that all of these groups do share a common concern - illegal dumpsites or landfills.  Health issues associated with dumpsites are his main concern, and he suggested that the county should concentrate on that.  Mr. Davis made a motion to have the Commission “redirect” KUCB’s attention from a general litter ordinance to one which focuses more narrowly on illegal dump sites and illegal landfills. When asked if KUCB could include language addressing junk cars (since there's no applicable state law covering this), Davis responded that if the ordinance is focused on illegal dumpsites and junk vehicles are part of that dumpsite, then junk cars would be covered.  Voting NO to his motion were commissioners Bailey, Collins, Cox, Kenny Hill, and R.L Jones.  Commissioner Jessee passed on voting.  It’s not clear why some of the Commissioners voted "no", but Mr. Jones state that he voted NO because he felt strongly that junk cars must be included in the wording of the ordinance. The commission has requested KUCB’s recommendations on an "illegal dump site" ordinance.  

The next KUCB meeting is at 4:00 on Monday January 8 in the small courtroom.  At this time, the group will discuss whether to start from scratch on a new ordinance or take the previous version of the litter ordinance and refocus it. They will also consider the comments that have been expressed in various forums on the previous version of the litter ordinance, such as who can report an illegal site that needs to be remediated, and how?  (Can an individual do it, or should it be by petition of neighbors in the area?) Are the fines and penalties in the previous version too severe?  Is the cleanup time (prior to fines being imposed) too restrictive? Are "privacy" fences around dumps to hide them from public view an acceptable alternative to cleanup (absent other health-related issues)? Should the county place liens on properties when owners refuse to clean up? County Attorney David Myers plans to attend the next KUCB meeting to help sort all this out. KUCB meetings are always open to the public and all interested citizens are welcome to participate.
