County Commission

12/11/2006

The Insurance Committee has been working with an agent to provide health insurance for county employees who wish to participate.  This has been a long –term project and employees interested in participating have finally met with this agent.  County Attorney David Myers felt that, to meet legal requirements, the health insurance would have to be bid out.  “Do you mean that we wasted 4 months getting quotes,” asked Commissioner Wayne Cole, “because we did not know it had to be bid out?” Commissioner Dean Hill felt that county departments should work together.  “I don’t understand why we can’t combine the highway department, the ambulance service, the schools, the sheriff’s department and the courthouse employees all under one plan,” he said.  “That would give us a better rate.”  The agent from the insurance company was not at this meeting and had not spoken recently Joyce Meltabarger, chairperson of the committee.  It was decided to table this discussion until the January 2007 meeting.

A Homeland Security Grant was awarded to Knox County for communication equipment for counties in the second district.  This includes Union County.  The grant is for the purchase of 800 mHz radios to be used in a disaster allowing emergency personnel in all counties to cross-communicate.  The grant stipulates that the equipment in Union County will be owned by Knox County but maintained and repaired by Union County.  Commissioner Wayne Cole stated that 800 MHz has historically not worked well in this county because of the hilly terrain.  Voting NO to accepting the grant were Wayne Cole, Brenda Jessee, Dean Hill and J.T.Washam and the grant was accepted.

Union County has old lever-type voting machines that are probably good only as scrap metal.  The commissioners voted to declare the machines surplus property and will put them out for bid.  Bids will be opened at the next county commission meeting.

Chris and Ron Gabler purchased approximately 20 acres of land at the February 2006 tax sale only to discover that the land does not exist.  A deed for this property does not exist and the surveyor could not locate the property.  While part of the purchase price has already been refunded to the Gablers, the commissioners voted unanimously to refund all of the money plus interest.  A total of $3518.60 will be taken out of the Undesignated Funds and returned to the Gablers.  Tax Assessor Ronnie Irick pointed out that there was another case of land that did not exist being purchased in a tax sale in October 2005.  Unsurveyed land was completely sold off in parcels in 1987, yet one parcel mistakenly remained on the books in the original owner’s name – even though another person now owned it and recorded it in their name.

Mayor Larry Lay mentioned that the Commercial Bank building across the street from the courthouse is for sale.  Wood Appraisals appraised this 2400 sq ft building on about a ½ acre lot for $230,000.  The bank is permitting the county first option to purchase.  County offices are bursting at the seams and have no room for the ever-growing files and records. Additional space is needed.  Mr. Lay asked the bank if they would take $150,000 for the building, but they declined. The commissioners voted to offer $180,000 for the building and lot.  Voting NO were Charlie Cox, Greg Davis, Brenda Jessee, Mike Sexton, J.T.Washam and Doyle Welch and the motion passed to offer $180,000 for the bank.

A drawing of the proposed sign for the industrial park in Maynardville was made available.  In this design, the sign is 26 feet tall, 2 feet thick and faces Maynardville Hwy.  Each company would have an individual sign on this.  The sign would cost $10,760 if lighted and $8860 if not lit.  The money would come from the Industrial Fund.  Several commissioners were concerned that a sign facing the road would not be easily seen from any direction.  They felt that the sign should have two sides and face traffic going north and south on route 33.  Other commissioners felt that the sign was not attractive.  Attorney Meyers felt that Chris Cooper of C+R Signs should attend a meeting to address the commissioners concerns and understand what they want in a sign.  Most commissioners felt the cost too extravagant.  The majority of the commissioners voted to reject the bid and to have the Industrial Park sign re-bid and redesigned.

The cost of moving the modular home given to Union County by the Sunset Bay developers is $16,000.  This covers the cost of dismantling it, digging footers, laying block and French drains, installing gutters and hooking it up to sewer and water.  The building will be moved to Sharps Chapel Park (to the left and facing the Senior Center)  where part of it will be used to house an ambulance and the other part will be a library. The building needs to be moved by 1/16/07.  Mayor Lay suggested requesting that the Emergency Medical Services pay the relocation expenses.

