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This meeting of the County Commission was called to order at 7PM by Chairman Gary England.  Commissioner Gene McBee was absent. The minutes of the previous meeting were passed. Jennifer J Muncey and Kyle M Richardson were approved as notaries.

Commissioner Stanley Boles, Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee, presented several funding transfers and budget amendments for approval.  The budget changes for the Ambulance Service (some internal fund transfers and an amendment adding $24,000 from the Undesignated Fund balance) were approved with Commissioner Cox voting No. Two transfers were a “wash”, transferring from revenue to expense budgets in the Trustee and the Solid Waste Authority accounts.  Other miscellaneous funding transfers for a part-time librarian’s salary, custodial supplies, and the Law Library; as well as budget amendments requiring funds from the Undesignated Fund balance for ETHRA (meals for seniors) and the Contracted Services for Juvenile Housing, were approved unanimously.  Chairman England commented, “Last year when we approved this budget we knew that at about this time if the year we were gonna need to transfer some funds out of the undesignated balance.”

The Quarterly Revenue Committee report for the fiscal quarter ending Dec 31, 2005 was approved unanimously. Clayton Helms presented Quarterly Highway reports for the fiscal quarters ending Dec 31,2005 and March 31, 2006, and they were approved unanimously. Mr. Helms also reported on the plans for the new convenience center to be put at the Highway Department inside their fence.  A no-fund lease agreement states that the Highway Department land can only be used by the County Solid Waste Authority as a convenience center.  The access to the new convenience center will be via Green Acres Rd.  The Solid Waste Authority will have to fence one side of the new center location, and the other two sides are already fenced.  Highway Commission has approved this plan unanimously.

James Russell of TN Development presented a request for the Commission for funds for utility water at Cooper Container. Mr. Cooper has a State grant for $119,060 for the water department to extend a 12" waterline including fire hydrants) to the area where the plant is expanding. The grant requires that Cooper Container match 10% of the grant amount. Mr. Cooper pays a lot of taxes to this County. His company currently has 71 employees and with the expansion, will add several more.  Since the company is an asset to the County, Mr. Cooper asked if the County had any money to pay the “matching funds” requirement.  Commissioner Merritt asked if money from the industrial fund could be used for this purpose.  County Attorney Myers confirmed that it could.  Mr. Russell noted that since the plant is in the county’s industrial park, the City of Maynardville is not inclined to contribute. The Commission unanimously adopted a resolution agreeing to pay up to $11,906 from Industrial Fund as the County’s contribution to the matching funds for the State grant.

A curious issue was brought before the Commission involving a repayment of  $543.74 to a person who had bought at a County tax auction a tract of land on Kettle Hollow Rd last year.  Turns out that when the parcel was surveyed, the surveyor concluded that it did not exist! The person had paid $1900 for the property, including $543.74 the County collected in property taxes.  Once the parcel was determined to be non-existent, the purchaser was refunded the land price except for the property tax amount. The commission voted unanimously to refund the $543.74 in property taxes.

The Budget and Finance Committee had unanimously agreed to recommend to the full County Commission that they consider adding the Business Information System software package to the County Clerk’s office. County Attorney David Myers noted that the annual cost of this package will exceed $5000, so if the Commission approves adding the software package to the County Clerk’s office, it will have to be competitively bid (or a determination made that BIS is a “sole-source”).   BIS is the only company that provides this service, and in fact their software package is in use in 80% of the counties in TN, and has never been competitively bid.  Nevertheless, Mr. Myers said we need either a sole-source verification letter or the package must be advertised and bid.  After much discussion it was unanimously agreed that the County will prepare and advertise a bid package for the software system, and Chairman Gary England will open bids at the June County Commission meeting.

The Budget and Finance Committee had also voted unanimously to recommend to the full Commission that the County provide the City of Luttrell $11,000 a year for 10 years for the proposed new library and community center.  Johnny Raley, 6th District, (in the audience) asked if the county could afford making this kind of financial commitment for all districts, noting that his district doesn’t have a library.  Chairman England noted, “We try to help when we can.  We did Sharps Chapel, and as the need arises we’ll try to do what we can.”  Mr. Ruth pointed out that Luttrell wasn’t requesting that the county bear the entire financial burden; that the City was committing funds and had also secured the State grant.

Mr. Myers drafted a resolution stating that the County will commit $110,000 to the construction of the Luttrell library and community center, with ten annual payments of $1100 commencing in the upcoming fiscal year; provided that construction is completed and beneficial occupancy achieved within 12 months.  The resolution was approved unanimously.  

On the Jail remodeling effort, Mr. Myers noted that he talked with Architect Grant Tharp last week, who reported that his firm has completed plans and specifications and is currently preparing detailed cost estimates for the remodeling.  Mr. Tharp will be ready to meet with the Commission very soon.  Mr. Myers proposed that a special meeting be scheduled with the full Commission when Mr. Tharp is prepared, and that the County’s attorney in the lawsuit, Mr. Duffy, be invited to participate.

Commissioner Merritt, Chairman of the school roofing committee, reported that the committee had met and recommends issuing Requests for Proposals (RFPs) to the construction community for repairing the school roofs instead of submitting detailed specifications and requesting fixed-price bids.  That way the Commission can look at the individual proposals school-by-school and choose the proposals that are optimum for each case.  The Commission approved the motion unanimously.

There being nothing further to discuss, the meeting was adjourned.
