County Commission

June 12, 2006 

This meeting of the County Commission was called to order at 7PM by Chairman Gary England.  All commissioners were present. The minutes of the previous meeting and the special meeting called to discuss the jail issue were unanimously approved. Richard (Richie) Rutherford and Wayne Collins were approved as notaries.  On behalf of the UT Agriculture Department, James Griffin presented certificate of appreciation to Commissioners R.L. Jones and Burney Hutchison for their 6 years of service on the Union County Agriculture Committee to a round of applause from the audience.  Glenn Coppock presented the budget amendments for the School General Fund, previously approved by the school board and recommended by the Budget and Finance Committee and these were unanimously passed. 

Stanley Boles, Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee, presented other recommendations by that committee.  Circuit Court Clerk Barbara Williams requested a transfer from Undesignated Funds for Jury and Witness fees in order to pay these folks for their time.  Commissioner Rodney Patterson was the only commissioner voting NO (because Ms. Williams had been absent from the Budget and Finance Committee meeting) and the transfer was passed.  There was a request for $1516.81 to cover Juvenile Housing, Clerk and Master office supplies and meals for jurors to be transferred from Undesignated Funds. This request did not follow procedure as it had not been brought before the Budget and Finance Committee and a majority voted it down.  All other Budget and Finance Committee recommendations were approved unanimously.

Union County has an annual agreement with the East TN Area Agency on Aging and Disability.  This agency provides $18,444 per year to Union County towards the operation of the Senior Citizen centers. These funds take some of the burden off the Union County taxpayer and are applied towards salaries, postage, gasoline for the senior vans, the copier, etc.  The contract must be approved annually by the County Commission. County Attorney David Myers and Mayor Larry Lay assured the commissioners that this is the same contract as approved in previous years.  Voting NO to renewing this contract was Charlie Cox.  

Commissioner Johnny Merritt requested that the agenda item to discuss the Veterans Park and Memorial be rescheduled to the July meeting to allow him the opportunity to bring the issue to the Budget and Finance committee first.

Sheriff Willie Evans requested the authority to purchase a vehicle for his department with the funds previously allocated and approved and this was unanimously agreed upon.

Two bids were received for the County Clerk computer system. This system would computerize and streamline all of the tasks that the clerks now perform manually as well as provide a much simpler process for reporting to the state and a website for customer use containing many of the forms provided by this office. E-Government Solutions proposed a system that did not meet all of the requirements of the bid, would require a $10,000 upfront fee, an annual fee and a convenience fee each time it is used online.  Business Information Systems proposed a package that would cost $2 per title issued and would meet all of the qualifications of the bid. There would be no upfront, maintenance or any other “out-of-pocket” costs. The State had previously added $2.50 to each County Clerk transaction initially intended to cover technology changes.  County Clerk Jim Houston, not needing these funds at that time for operation of the office, has been depositing them into the Undesignated Funds where they appeared as county income. “Other County Clerks deposited this into a Special Fund and I didn’t do that,” explained Mr. Houston. There ensued a long discussion on whether it would be beneficial to computerize this office at all. “If we issue around 500 titles a month, at $2 per title, this will cost us around $12,000 a year,” said Johnny Merritt.  “Will your office be saving $12,000 a year to offset this expense?”  Mr. Houston explained that the monies ($2.50 per title) were initially intended for this purpose and that he could not put a dollar amount on how much the office could save with this system.  “The BIS system is already in used in 76 of Tennessee’s 95 County Clerk offices,” said Mr. Houston.  “The State auditors love this system.”  Voting NO on accepting the BIS bid were Brenda Jessee, Rodney Patterson and Trever Warwick.

Cornelia Von Schipmann was unanimously appointed to Union County Library Board and Don and Virginia Sussex were unanimously appointed to represent Union County on the Clinch-Powell Regional Library Board.

County Attorney David Myers reported that the lawsuit is still set for trial June 20th.  Architect Grant Tharp is working on contract for architectural services, which he will have for Mr. Myers by the end of the week. The minutes of Special County commission meeting called to discuss the jail remodeling was sent to John Duffy, the attorney representing the county, and to John Eldridge, the plaintiff’s attorney and Mr. Myers felt that things were going well.   

There was a motion to approve contracts with Union County Health Dept providing $125,000 of funding from Federal, State, interdepartmental and other sources to Union County, which was unanimously approved. A motion was made to pass a “continuing resolution” to allow the county to operate past July in anticipation of revenues in the new fiscal year.  It was passed unanimously.

Johnny Merritt reported that the Roofing Committee has hit a snag.  The committee feels that the project will be costly and they may need to do some engineering prior to requesting proposals or soliciting bids for the roof repair work.  This will need to go before the Budget and Finance committee and may involve an architect and engineer to get some preliminary estimates.  He stated that the School Board is working very closely with the committee and that they are all cooperating well.  Mr. Merritt requested that this topic be rescheduled for the July meeting. 

Mr. Myers was asked for an update on back taxes and he reported that there would be another tax sale sometime this year.  There are a couple of properties left over from 2002 as well as 2003 and 2004 delinquent tax properties that will be included.  The judge ordered small delinquent personal property taxes (of around $15) to simply be deleted from the records as uncollectible.

The next County Commission meeting will be held Monday July 10th.
