County Commission

6/29/06

County Commission was called to order by Gary England. Absent from this meeting were Kenny Hill,  Charlie Cox, Burney Hutchison, Brenda Jesse, Gene McBee, Trever Warwick,  Wayne Collins.

Mayor Larry Lay reported that as of the quarter ending March 31 2006, the Trustee’s revenue was $8,429,097.   All amendments recommended by the Budget and Finance committee were approved unanimously.  Mayor Lay reported that all 2006-7 budgetary requests have been received and that he has presented them to the Budget and Finance Committee.  This budget is a balanced budget with a General Fund balance of about $600,000 and a Debt Service balance of about $1,600,000.  Unless new bills arrive, everything is taken care of and paid for the fiscal year ending June 30th.

David Myers reported that the Jail issue is now set for status conference with Judge Jarvis on August 23rd . “I don’t know if another trial date will be set at that time, “ said Mr. Myers.  “The judge wants to see signed contract between Union County and Barge, Waggoner, Sumner and Cannon, Inc. and we are working on that now.”  Martha Yoakum, District Public Defender asked if there is are drawings for the renovation and Mr. Lay responded that there are.  She then asked if there was an interview space for attorneys and Mr. Lay responded that there was not. “This is a safety issue,” said Ms. Yoakum.  “We’re not talking about much space for interviewing.  I once represented an individual who is now in prison and I literally had to sit in a jail cell with him.  I really would like to see that revised.  When you have a lawyer interviewing someone accused of a serious crime, it is important to protect them and offer them some safety,” said Ms. Yoakum.  Mr. Lay suggested that this could be looked into.

Mayor Lay reported that the drawings for the new ambulance building arrived today and the project will soon go out for bid.  They will be utilizing the building donated by Sunset Bay. 

Stanley Boles reminded the committee that Budget and Finance will meet on July 6 to review the general budget with the mayor; on July 11 when nonprofits will make their requests and again on  July 13 to finish preparing the budget for the review of the full commission.  All meetings will be at 7:00 and are open to the public.  The next full commission meeting will be Monday July 10th.

