Kite Pass To Be Opened

Effective 8/15/06, Union County Highway Department will assume maintenance of several roads in two new county subdivisions.  These roads include 3 miles of roads in the Hickory Point Subdivision and 13.92 miles in Sunset Bay. Road Commissioner Clayton Helms stated that all of these roads were constructed to higher standards than the county specifications.  Many roads in Sunset Bay were never intended to be county roads, were constructed only 18 feet wide and will remain privately maintained roads – some by the Sunset Bay Homeowner’s Association and some by the individual property owner.  One short road, Kite Pass, was a topic of discussion between Norris Shores and Sunset Bay residents. Quite a few residents of each subdivision attended this County Commission meeting on 8/14/06.  

Kite Pass is the only road connecting Sunset Bay with Norris Shores.  Sunset Bay residents had intended to take this road over as a private road and keep the gate between the two subdivisions permanently closed and locked for increased security.  This would insure that there would be only one way into and out of the subdivision and their security personnel would be able to monitor that entrance. “We pay a great deal every year for security, “ said Sunset Bay resident John Leonard.  “It is impossible with what we are spending to watch both ends at the same time. If Kite Pass is open, we cannot protect our property owners. We would have to pay double to watch both ends of the subdivision.”  He indicated that Sunset Bay would provide keys to the gate to anyone who would ever need to get through the gate. Clayton Helms stated that the Road Commissioners had already deemed this a county road and a locked gate cannot exist on a county road.

Several residents of Norris Shores stated that they had always been promised a second exit from the subdivision in the event of an emergency or one of their roads being impassable. In an emergency or disaster, it could be difficult, if not impossible, to locate a “key holder”.  There are only about 15 houses at the very end of Norris Shores and they are fairly remote from the Norris Shores entrance. A resident from there wondered if the Sunset Bay folks were concerned that people from these 15 homes were a threat to Sunset Bay security.  The folks from Norris Shores felt that the Sunset Bay entrance was much more easily accessible than their entrance and that the Norris Shores folks were actually at a higher risk for increased traffic through Kite Pass from Sunset Bay than the other way around.  

A motion was made to send this issue back to the Highway Department to see if Kite Pass should be deemed a private road maintained entirely by Sunset Bay.  Brenda Jesse passed on voting and the remaining commissioners voted not to send this issue back to the Highway Dept. as that department had already made a decision.  A second motion was then made to remove the gate effective 8/15/06.  Brenda Jesse and Lynn Beeler passed and the remaining commissioners voted to have Clayton Helms remove the gate.  According to Clayton Helms, Kite Pass will be opened as soon as Sunset Bay LLC secures the bond on the road, which should take a week or two.
