Funds Denied Veterans Memorial Park

On 8/14/06, Commissioner Johnny Merritt requested that County Commission approve $85,610 for Phase One of the Veteran’s Park and Memorial.  These funds would be used to rectify a sewer problem at the front of the property, pave and landscape the road to the Veteran’s Memorial and pour concrete for the Memorial Wall.  Mr. Merritt brought this issue before the Budget and Finance Committee on 7/13/06.  This committee did not consider the request at that time because it had not been made before the deadline of May 2 set for nonprofits to submit requests for consideration.  Mr. Merritt had requested that the Budget and Finance Committee waive the rules for the veterans and they had voted not to do so.  Mr. Merritt stated that the Veteran’s Park and Memorial Foundation did not know they were going to make this request before May 2 and he was now bringing this before the full commission.  Mr. Merritt said that he realized there were some concerns about funding all of the money at one time and suggested that a veterans committee could approve the funds piecemeal as the work was done rather than providing the money in a lump sum.

Budget and Finance Chairman Stanley Boles asked how much the finished memorial would cost.  Veteran’s Park and Memorial Fund Trustee Bill Monroe stated that the total project would take 10 or more years with a total cost over 3.5 million dollars.  Mr. Boles asked how the Veterans Park and Memorial Fund planned on finalizing the project financially and Mr. Monroe replied that there are grants available to assist with buildings and a recreational trail, but apparently none available to assist with Phase One.  

When asked how the county would fund that amount. Mr. Merritt suggested that the $85,610 be taken out of the Undesignated Fund Balance. “You have over $900,000 in there now,” said Mr. Merritt.  Mayor Lay pointed out that those funds are necessary to pay the bills until tax dollars start arriving into the county coffers in February 2007.  “If you spend all of your fund balance this year”, said Mr. Lay.  “What are you going to do next year?  You need over a million dollars to start the year out and this will cut into that fund balance.”  Mr. Merritt did not feel that funding the Memorial would do that, as this balance will be greater next year than it is this year.  The Mayor added “and everything will cost more next year as well”.  Stanley Boles pointed out that the commission is charged with funding several projects over the next year. The school roofing repairs and the jail renovation will have to be funded and the ambulance service is expected to need money to purchase replacement vehicles.  

Commissioner Charlie Cox made a motion that the County Commission fund the Veterans Memorial Park the full amount to be paid out in increments as the work was done.  Burney Hutchison stood up and said, “The only thing I’ve got is my integrity.  I am a lifetime member of both the VFW and American Legion.  I have nothing at all against the veterans but I am on the Budget and Finance Committee, and we set a deadline. We have to go by that deadline”.  Pam Ailor asked if there were any reason why Mr. Monroe was the only Trustee of the Veterans Park and Memorial attending this session of the County Commission and Mr. Monroe did not know.  Brenda Jessee and Gene McBee passed on voting on this issue.  All other county commissioners voted NO to funding $85,610 for the Veterans Park and Memorial from the Undesignated Funds and the motion failed.

9/10/06   County Commission correction.  The 8/22/06 edition of the News Leader incorrectly reported the Commissioner’s vote on the Veterans Memorial funding.  The article should have read: voting YES to funding $85,610 from the Undesignated Funds for the Veterans Park and Memorial were Pam Ailor, Elmer Bailey, Lynn Beeler, Wayne Collins, Wayne Cole, Charlie Cox, Johnny Merritt and Trever Warwick.  Voting NO were Stanley Boles, Gary England, Kenny Hill, Burney Hutchison, R.L.Jones, Joyce Meltabarger, Rodney Patterson.  Passing on voting were Brenda Jesse and Gene McBee. We regret the error and appreciate Commissioner Mike Sexton bringing this error to our attention.

