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The County Commission committee to draft an ordinance against litter in Union County met Thursday, January 5, to a packed house.  There were about 35 UC citizens present to offer input; interest was very high.

Committee members participating were Commissioners Pam Ailor, Lynn Beeler, Charlie Cox, Burney Hutchinson, and Rodney Patterson.  Gary England, Kenny Hill, and Johnny Merritt were absent. Mayor Larry Lay and County Attorney David Myers were also present.  Rodney Patterson was elected as committee Chair and Pam Ailor as Secretary.

A “Resolution Adopting Regulations Governing the Collection and Storage of Garbage, Litter, Refuse, and Rubbish” was submitted to the Commission in April 2005, but was defeated by two votes.  County Attorney David Myers and this Litter Committee, with input from the citizens present, modified the language for that resolution to get beyond the Commissioners’ concerns that caused it to be voted down last year.  The major changes to the previous resolution included: the makeup of the new Board that will oversee implementation of the Litter Ordinance (if/when passed); a farming exemption from some of the provisions; and an increase in the number of unlicensed vehicles “undergoing restoration” that will be allowed on a property.

There was also vigorous discussion about implementation and enforcement of the ordinance, and the process that will be used for bringing complaints against owners of trashy properties.

The next meeting will be on January 19 at 7PM, and the Committee hopes to have an ordinance ready to present to the full County Commission for approval at the regular meeting in February.

